
   
    
    Skip to the content
    
    
        

            

                

                        Signet Breeding




                    Menu

                    


                        

                            	


                                    
            	
                                
                                    
                                        Home
                                    
                                    
                                                                            
                                

    	
                    
                        
Sheep Recording                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Getting started                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
When do I submit data?                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
What does it cost?                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Recording protocols                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Computed Tomography                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Ultrasound Scanning                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Parasite Resistance - FEC                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Parasite Resistance - IgA                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Ewe Mature Weight                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
EBV Conversion Table                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Electronic data                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Database Services                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Roussin                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Romney                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
EBVs for Commercial Flocks                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Why are EBVs important?                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Interpreting EBVs and Indexes                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Interpreting Accuracy Values                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
A Guide for Ram Buyers                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Case Studies                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Rob Beaumont, Southdown flock                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Simon and Rhodri Lloyd-Williams, Welsh Mountains                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Cheviot Recording Case Studies                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Demand for Recorded Suffolk Sheep                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Irwel Jones, Welsh Mountain                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Richard Evans, Lleyn flock                        
                    
                


                


                
	
                    
                        
RamCompare                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
The Project                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
The Farms                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Ian Robertson - Chawton Park, Hampshire                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Duncan Nelless - Thistleyhaugh Farm, Northumberland                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Russell & Rhys Edwards, Hendre-Ifan-Goch Farm, Bridgend                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Adrian and Lyn Coombe, Dupath Farm, Cornwall                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Mark & Lynne Exelby, The Hutts Farm, Ripon                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Owen Gray – Saughland Farm, Midlothian                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Alwyn Nutting - Glascoed Farm, Powys                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Stephen Abberley - Cwmlliw Farm, Powys                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Charles Sercombe - Sandlands Farm, Leicestershire                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
ChazCompare - Andrew Walton and Jamie Wild, Rutland                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Rams on Test                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
The Results                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Case Studies 2020                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
ChazCompare                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Ian Robertson                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Meatlinc                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Rhys Edwards                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Easyrams                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Charollais and Shearforce                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Southdown - Successful first season                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
A Tale of Two Texels                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Hampshire Down: Days to Slaughter                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Adrian Coombe                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Duncan Nelless                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Ortum Suffolk Top for Muscle Depth                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Sion Williams, Bowhill                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Mark Exelby                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Mint and Mustard                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Philip and Charlie Whitehouse                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Case Studies 2021                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Chawton Park - Genetics influence speed of finishing                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Hutts Farm - High genetic merit rams enhance carcase value                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Dupath Farm - Flock profitability influenced by carcase weight and conformation                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Hendre Ifan Goch Farm - Consider the benefit of faster finishing versus carcase value                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Thistleyhaugh Farm - Genetic influences on carcase conformation shine through                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Bowhill Farming - A clear financial benefit in using recorded rams                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Case Studies 2022                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Chawton Park - Making faster finishing pay                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Dupath Farm - Benefiting from increased carcase weight                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Thistleyhaugh Farm - Speed of lamb growth vital                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Hutts Farm - Hitting market specifications every time                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
ChazCompare - Top Charollais sires excel                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Pioneering work on shear force                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Case Studies 2023                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Saughland Farm - High genetic merit rams enhance carcase value.                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Thistleyhaugh Farm - Flock profitability influenced by speed of growth and carcase weight                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Hutts Farm - Commercial flock benefiting from increased carcase weight.                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Sandlands Farm - Rams with superior genetics for speed of finishing and carcase value influence commercial flock profitability                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
ChazCompare – Top Charollais sires continue to produce impressive results within their commercial flock assessment.                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Glascoed Farm -Carcase weights provides the potential to increase lamb value by £5.00/head.                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Chawton Park – Large commercial flock benefits from additional carcase weight and improved conformation achieving higher carcase value.                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Cwmlliw Farm – Selecting rams which excel for growth traits can reduce finishing time on farm.                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Dupath Farm - Lambs sired by rams with superior genetic merit achieving top carcase weight and lamb value for commercial flock.                        
                    
                


                


                
	
                    
                        
Projects                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Sheep Breed Survey                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
EWEBenefit                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Parasite Resistance - Serum IgA                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Beef Recording                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Getting started                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
When do I submit data?                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
What does it cost?                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Recording protocols                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Ultrasound scanning                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Electronic data                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Beef Breed Society Projects                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Sussex Cattle                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Lincoln Red                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
EBVs for Commercial Herds                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Why are EBVs important?                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Interpreting EBVs and Indexes                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Interpreting Accuracy Values                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
A Guide for Bull Buyers                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Case Studies                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Improving the genetic merit of your Luing herd through Signet recording                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Recording the Sussex breed                        
                    
                


                


                
	
                    
                        
Publications                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Signet Newsletter                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Webinar and Video                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Upcoming meetings                        
                    
                


                
	
                    
                        
Genetic Notes                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Creating a Breeding Plan                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Impact of mature size on efficiency                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Inbreeding & how to manage it                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Recessive Inherited Diseases                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Recording lambing ease                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Lamb survival                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Recording vigour and suckling                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Getting the best out of recording                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Maternal Ability EBV in Sheep                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Weight adjusted traits                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Computed Tomography                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Breeding for gigot shape                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Spine Length and IMF%                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Breeding for Worm Resistance - A Technical Update                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Breeding Indexes                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Terminal Sire Index                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Maternal Sheep Breeding Index                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Hill Sheep Breeding Index                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Buying a hill ram                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Index Customisation Tool                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
An API to get EBVs                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Genetic Group Solutions                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
How Beef EBVs are calculated                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
200 Day Milk EBV for Beef Cattle                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Ultrasound scanning beef cattle                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Breeding Indexes in Cattle                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Standardised Values (Indexing) for Cattle                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Contemporary groups in beef                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Genetic linkage in beef recording programmes                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Breeding for Polling in Cattle                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Signet Dag Scoring                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Using performance recording in crossbred ram breeding                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
EBVs in Signet's Sheep Evaluations                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Out of season breeding                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Scoring Wool Shedding in Signet Recorded Flocks                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Lamb Survival – A trait of economic and environmental importance                        
                    
                


                


                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        News
                                    
                                    
                                                                    

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Sheep Search
                                    
                                    
                                                                            
                                

    	
                    
                        
Quick Search                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Breeder Search                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
EBV Search                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Flock Finder                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Search Sheep For Sale                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Latest Breed Results                        
                            
                    
    	
                    
                        
Terminal Sire Breeds                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Maternal Breeds                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Hill Breeds                        
                    
                


                


                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Beef Search
                                    
                                    
                                                                            
                                

    	
                    
                        
Quick Search                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Breeder Search                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
EBV Search                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Herd Finder                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Search Cattle For Sale                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
Latest Breed Results                        
                    
                


                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Contact
                                    
                                    
                                                                            
                                

    	
                    
                        
Contact Details                        
                    
                


                            


        



                            
                                


        
            	
                            Members Access
                            	Login
	Registration


                        


        
    


                            


                        


                    

                

            

            
        
        
        
            



        

        
            
        

        
            
        

        
            






    
    
        
        
            
            
                        RamCompare



                
                

                

                

    
    

        




                
                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                    
                                [image: ]
                                    

                                                                    
                                                            

                        



        




    

    

    
    
        RamCompare – The Commercial Progeny Test

RamCompare is a major partnership that enables the UK sheep industry to drive genetic improvement forward through the inclusion of commercial data in genetic evaluations.

RamCompare involves partners right along the food chain. Nominated Signet-recorded rams are taken from various terminal sire breeds and used on commercial farms in the UK.

RamCompare is the UK’s commercial progeny test for terminal sires. To date we have slaughter data included from 468 rams from 17 different breeds, collecting data from over 44,000 lambs in one of the largest trials of its kind.

RamCompare Results

Learn more about about the new ways Signet are are using carcase data - download here

Take a quick look at the trait leaders

	Beltex - Leading rams based on Lamb Value - Analysis date April 2023
	Bleu du Maine - See individual animal records, limit numbers of rams tested to date
	Blue Texel - Analysis date April 2023
	Charollais - Analysis date April 2023
	Dorset - Analysis date April 2023
	Hampshire Down - Analysis date April 2023
	Meatlinc - Analysis date April 2023
	Oxford Down - See individual animal records, limit numbers of rams tested to date
	Shropshire  - Analysis date April 2023
	Southdown - Analysis date April 2023
	Suffolk  - Analysis date April 2023
	Texel - Analysis date April 2023


RamCompare Nominations are Now Open - Deadline 17th May 2024

RamCompare is seeking performance recorded rams and semen for the coming season.

Nominations can be made here. The closing date is Friday 17th May 2024.

	Ram Nominations
	Semen Nominations


Farm recruitment - Deadline 3rd May 2024

RamCompare collects data from birth to slaughter from commercial UK farms and are on the look-out for new farms to recruit who have 300+ ewes, use EID for flock data collection, run all commercial lambs as one management group and have a fast-finishing system. If you are interested in participating and would like further information please contact me directly [email protected]

Further information and apply here 

Latest webinar



Latest News

	Farm Event - Breeding for better carcases and the genomic opportunity - Friday 24th May 204, Sandlands Farm, Leicestershire
	Farm Event - Farm focus on two leading UK projects RamCompare and Grasscheck – Tuesday 25 June at Penygelli Farm, North Wales (further details to follow)
	New breeding values launched for abattoir traits 
	Selecting recorded rams for carcase traits
	RamCompare seeking new rams and semen for the project
	Results webinar from Year Severn - watch here.
	Read the latest farm case studies
	RamCompare seeking new farms -  RamCompare collects data from birth to slaughter from commercial UK farms and are on the look-out for new farms to recruit who have 300+ ewes, use EID for flock data collection, run all commercial lambs as one management group and have a fast-finishing system. If you are interested in participating and would like further information please contact me directly [email protected]


Our project partners

The RamCompare project involves partners from right along the UK sheep industry supply chain. It is financed by AHDB, Hybu Cig Cymru – Meat Promotion Wales (HCC), Quality Meat Scotland and Agrisearch, with support provided by the Sainsbury’s, Randall Parker Foods, Dunbia and Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC).

The data collection is undertaken by the project farmers to whom we owe a huge debt of gratitude - you can read more about them here

Our project partners are as follows:-

AHDB is the organisation for beef and lamb levy payers in England, and is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB).

It exists to enhance the profitability of the English beef and lamb sector. Its aims are:

	to help the beef and lamb supply chain to be more efficient
	to help the beef and lamb meat industry to add value.


Hybu Cig Cymru – Meat Promotion Wales (HCC) is the industry-led organisation responsible for the development, promotion and marketing of Welsh red meat. Working with the whole supply chain – from farmers to retailers – HCC aims to develop the industry as well as profitable markets for Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) Welsh Lamb, PGI Welsh Beef and pork from Wales.

Quality Meat Scotland is the public body working to shape a sustainable and prospering Scottish red meat industry. QMS promotes the Scotch Beef PGI, Scotch Lamb PGI and Specially Selected Pork brands and works to improve the industry’s efficiency and to increase the public’s understanding of livestock farming and the role of beef, lamb and pork in a healthy diet.

AgriSearch (The Northern Ireland Agricultural Research and Development Council) was formed in 1997 to provide a mechanism through which Northern Ireland beef, dairy and sheep farmers could have direct involvement in production orientated research. Funds contributed to AgriSearch are used to commission research into the improvement and development of beef, sheep and dairy farming. AgriSearch’s guiding principal is to provide practical benefit for primary producers to reduce costs, improve performance, drive innovation and improve welfare. Duplication of existing R&D work is avoided and every effort is made to get maximum leverage from complementary funding sources.

Founded in 1869, Sainsbury’s today operates over 1,200 stores, employing around 161,000 colleagues across the UK. With 24 million customer transactions every week, the company’s focus is on delivering high quality, affordable food, clothing and general merchandise across supermarkets, convenience stores and online. Sainsbury’s Bank offers accessible financial products that reward customers who both bank and shop with Sainsbury’s. Strong, well-established values are integral to Sainsbury’s success in helping customers Live Well for Less.

Randall Parker Foods is a leading supplier of quality lamb and beef. Our customers choose us for the best quality, provenance and service. We work closely with our farmer suppliers and combine state of the art technology with traditional butchery skills to deliver the best quality and best value products. We supply quality lamb to major high street retailers, local butchers, food service and international markets.

Dunbia is one of Europe’s leading food manufacturers supplying quality meat products for national and international retail, commercial and foodservice markets. Our desire to create better food naturally is the driving force behind everything we do and ensures we maintain a consistent focus on quality, value and success for our customers.

Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) leads the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consultancy. Scotland’s Rural College supports innovation and sustainable development in agriculture and the rural sector in Britain and internationally. We are one of the UK’s leading agriculturally-focused higher education institutions, offering a unique blend of research, education and consultancy. SRUC’s research and education activities operate from six campuses and eight farms and research centres across Scotland. Our consultancy arm, SAC Consulting, supports more than 12,000 farms and rural businesses across the UK from 25 consultancy offices and eight veterinary disease surveillance centres.

We are extremely grateful to all of the funders, collaborators and supporters that have made RamCompare so successful.
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